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As Jesus was sitting
on the Mount of
Olives, the disciples
came to him

LOIMOS

privately. “Tell us,”

λοιμός, :Strongs 3061

they said, “when will
this happen, and

Pestilence

what will be the sign
of your coming and
of the end of the
age?”
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Jesus

answered: “Watch
out that no one
deceives you. 5 For
many will come in
my name, claiming,
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under CC BY

THE CORONOVIRUS PANDEMIC?
Three Scriptures by way of introduction and to give us
courage and hope.
I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made;
your works are wonderful, I know that full well. Psalm
139@14 NIV
The LORD is my light and my salvation-- whom shall I fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life-- of whom shall I
be afraid? When evil men advance against me to devour
my flesh, when my enemies and my foes attack me, they
will stumble and fall. Psalm 27:1
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For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but
gives us power, love and self-discipline. 2 Timothy 1:7
Introduction
Over the last few days, as the coronavirus Covid19 has continued relentlessly across the world like the

‘I am the Messiah,’
and will deceive
many. 6 You will hear
of wars and rumours
of wars,but see to it
that you are not
alarmed. Such
things must happen,
but the end is still to
come. 7 Nation will
rise against nation,
and kingdom against
kingdom. There will
be famines and
earthquakes in
various places. 8 All
these are the
beginning of birth
pains.
9

1

“Then you will be

handed over to be
persecuted and put
to death, and you

pale horse of the Apocalypse, bringing in its wake pestilence and death. It has felt as
if we are falling increasingly under the shadow of fear amidst chaos globally,
nationally and locally. With supermarket shelves stripped and warnings against
panic buying, and ‘social distancing’ now being recommended, there is a feeling we
are fighting an invisible enemy. And when we add to this the understandable, yet
worrying advice, to stop using cash we can surely smell the fires of hell burning as
the anti-Christ puts into place his one world agenda for total control, fear and
disobedience to God. The Chancellor’s largesse in both the budget and this week’s
promises to help businesses and homeowners, contrasts greatly with the austerity
measures that were previously in place to get our nation’s balance sheet back into
the black. Added to these worries is the expectation that the elderly who are ‘lockedin’ will use on-line shopping and banking to keep going! This will entail several
miracles as most don’t own a computer, are not on broadband and don’t subscribe to
‘online banking’. Another ‘control measure’ of the globalists and the anti-Christ
agenda?
Whilst It is right and sensible to take precautions, both as individuals and as a
society there are increasing contradictory media and scientific articles about the
nature and efficacy of the Coronavirus pathogen. There are now at least two differing
computer models being used by the Government to try and predict the pattern of the
next few months (Horoscopes/chance/speculation and theory? – another pagan
/scientific view of things that only serves to frighten the population and promises vast
profits for global business and pharmaceutical companies). The Churches are now
following Government advice and restricting or cancelling Church family meetings
and services (Where will Easter go? The cross will be silenced, Easter parades
banned and outdoor witness on Good Friday made subject to an unknown virus and
not the blood of the Lamb). Although many have died, albeit a tiny proportion of
those infected with the virus, are we take this threat seriously. When do ‘sensible’
preventative measures spill over into panic?
Are we more influenced by empty shelves in supermarkets, false news from the
media and natural concerns for our own safety and that of our nearest and dearest
than the sure and certain promises of Scripture and the God by whose stripes we are
healed? We are beset by a media blanket of doom and gloom, of false or inaccurate
reporting and of scaremongering on a massive scale whose authors do NOT see this
as a SIGN of the times, which this virus certainly is. Are we alive to the other SIGNS
being fulfilled around the world and heralding the emergence of the anti-Christ and
the Rapture of the Church at this present moment in time? Are we more frightened of
Coronavirus than of being left behind with unbelievers at the certain return of Christ
for His Church and then subjected to the Great Tribulation, judgement and eternal
death?
Where are the voices for TRUTH today, where are the prophets and the men and
women of faith for the world needs them right NOW.
It is necessary to know our enemy so that we may plan our actions accordingly.
What I have felt necessary to include in this newsletter are answers to a number of
questions in the hope that these will give clarity and understanding to the Church of
God, increase faith and empower effective witness before it is too late. I have
checked as many of my sources as possible and I do not represent them as the only
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sources but brevity dictates nor the absolute facts about the virus. Only God knows
them, but my prayer is that you will find this helpful, uplifting and glorifying to God.
Above all else I cannot forget that another sign of the times is that of believers being
deceived (Matthew 24:24). There is a long litany now of deceptions on the Church,
Same Sex marriage, Abortion, Israel, Gender change et al. Hallelujah that the Truth
will set us free!
Andrew Baguley
Devon
March 2020

CORONAVIRUS MAY BE TOO MILD TO JUSTIFY AGGRESSIVE
COUNTERMEASURES

Unredacted Staff
March 18, 2020

John Ioannidis is a respected epidemiologist at Stanford. He specialises in
something called “metascience”, which is essentially calling out shoddy medical
research. He points out that we don’t yet have enough data to feel confident about
how dangerous Coronavirus (COVID-19) is. Why does that matter? Well,
governments across the globe are implementing policies with massive social and
economic repercussions.
Writing for STAT, he says:
Projecting the Diamond Princess mortality rate onto the age structure of the U.S.
population, the death rate among people infected with Covid-19 would be 0.125%.
But since this estimate is based on extremely thin data — there were just seven
deaths among the 700 infected passengers and crew — the real death rate could
stretch from five times lower (0.025%) to five times higher (0.625%). It is also
possible that some of the passengers who were infected might die later, and that
tourists may have different frequencies of chronic diseases — a risk factor for worse
outcomes with SARS-CoV-2 infection — than the general population. Adding these
extra sources of uncertainty, reasonable estimates for the case fatality ratio in the
general U.S. population vary from 0.05% to 1%.
That huge range markedly affects how severe the pandemic is and what should be
done. A population-wide case fatality rate of 0.05% is lower than seasonal influenza.
If that is the true rate, locking down the world with potentially tremendous social and
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financial consequences may be totally irrational. It’s like an elephant being attacked
by a house cat. Frustrated and trying to avoid the cat, the elephant accidentally
jumps off a cliff and dies. John Ioannidis,
Let’s take a look at the death rates for the worst hit European countries:
Country

Total Cases

Total Deaths

Death Rate

Spain

13,910

623

4.47%

Italy

31,506

2,503

7.94%

Germany

11,302

27

0.23%

What could explain the incredible difference between Italy’s near 8 percent case
death rate and Germany’s 0.23%? It’s likely due to the limited testing to date, some
deaths and the vast majority of cases are being missed.
Media reporting of case fatality rates, like the official 3.4% from World Health
Organisation, are utterly meaningless. Patients tested for COVID-19 are
disproportionately those with severe symptoms and bad outcomes.
Some point to the high death rate in elderly people. However, some mild
coronaviruses that cause the common cold have been known for decades to have
case fatality rates as high as 8%. As John Ioannidis points out:
Such “mild” coronaviruses infect tens of millions of people every year, and account
for 3% to 11% of those hospitalised in the U.S. with lower respiratory infections each
winter.
If we assume that case fatality rate among individuals infected by SARS-CoV-2 is
0.3% in the general population — a mid-range guess from my Diamond Princess
analysis — and that 1% of the U.S. population gets infected (about 3.3 million
people), this would translate to about 10,000 deaths. This sounds like a huge
number, but it is buried within the noise of the estimate of deaths from “influenza-like
illness.” If we had not known about a new virus out there, and had not checked
individuals with PCR tests, the number of total deaths due to “influenza-like illness”
would not seem unusual this year. At most, we might have casually noted that flu this
season seems to be a bit worse than average. The media coverage would have
been less than for an NBA game between the two most indifferent teams.
Given the current lack of clear data, it is unreasonable for governments to be
causing such panic.
If we decide to jump off the cliff, we need some data to inform us about the rationale
of such an action and the chances of landing somewhere safe.
HOW DOES CORONAVIRUS COMPARE WITH PREVIOUS OUTBREAKS?
The following ‘facts’ and comments are taken from an online article on www.
Healthline.com. The article is very recent being dated 12th March 2020. The article
has been fact checked by medical experts. The article compares various outbreaks
particularly (i) The 1918 influenza, for example, that infected nearly a third of the
world’s population before it fizzled out.
(ii) Severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS),
(iii) the H1N1 influenza in 2009
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(iv) Ebola.
The epidemiologists claim that they eventually got a handle on all of them, but they
point out, the fallout of each disease largely depends on other circumstances —
when we catch it, how contagious and fatal it is, how hygienic people are, and how
quickly a vaccine or cure becomes available.
The death rate isn’t the only determining factor regarding how devastating and
deadly a pandemic will be, according to Dr. Christine Kreuder Johnson, a UC Davis
professor of epidemiology and ecosystem health and researcher on
USAID’s Emerging Pandemic Threats PREDICT project. The highlights of their
comparison are as follows:The 1918 Spanish flu epidemic. This was the deadliest flu season we know of,
infecting about one-third of the world’s population.
“The 1918 pandemic strain of influenza was new and novel for most people under
the age of 40 or 50, but that’s where the death rate really was high — that’s different
than the usual flu,” said Dr. Mark Schleiss, a pediatric infectious disease specialist
with the University of Minnesota.
At that time, scientists didn’t know viruses caused disease, and we didn’t yet have a
vaccine or antivirals to help prevent or treat influenza, nor did we have antibiotics to
treat secondary bacterial infections.
Seasonal flu: The flu strikes every year, but no two seasons are exactly the same.
Because strains mutate each year, it can be hard to predict what will hit. Unlike
COVID-19, we have effective vaccines and antiviral medications that can help
prevent and reduce the severity of the flu.
Additionally, many people have residual immunity to the flu from years past, as our
bodies have seen the flu before.
There are about 1 billion infections (up to 5 million of which are severe) and
Global deaths annually are between 291,000 to 646,000 with a death rate around 0.1
percent. Flu spreads through respiratory droplets; each diagnosed person passes it
to 1.3 persons
SARS is another type of coronavirus that came out of China and spread quickly
through respiratory droplets. Though the SARS death rate was higher than COVID19, COVID-19 has already claimed more lives.
According to Johnson, contact tracing or monitoring people in close contact with
those who contracted it — was really effective with SARS, largely because
symptoms were severe and therefore easier to identify and contain. In addition,
Schleiss said the SARS virus didn’t have the “fitness to persist in the human
population,” which eventually led to its demise. Schleiss added this doesn’t seem to
be the case with COVID-19, which seems to be able to spread and thrive in the
human body.
2009 (H1N1) flu pandemic: Back in 2009, a new type of flu — an H1N1 strain —
popped up and people panicked because we didn’t have a vaccine and the novel
strain was spreading fast. Like COVID-19, there was no immunity at the start of the
outbreak. We did have antivirals to facilitate recovery, and by the end of 2009, we
had a vaccine which — combined with higher levels of immunity — would provide
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protection in future flu seasons. Still, it claimed over 12,000 lives in the United
States.
2014–2016 Ebola: Ebola was extremely deadly, killing up to 50 percent of those who
got sick. But because it predominantly spread through bodily fluids like sweat and
blood during the last stages of the disease, it wasn’t as contagious as COVID-19.
Plus, because symptoms were so severe, health officials were able to quickly identify
those who’d been in contact with people who had it and isolate them.
“You don’t have relatively healthy people with the [Ebola] virus walking around
shedding the virus — going on the bus, going shopping, going to work — like we do
with this,” Johnson said.
Novel coronavirus (COVID-19): Early evidence shows COVID-19 may be more
contagious than the flu.
And some early reports say COVID-19 may have a higher death rate than the
seasonal flu. But we may soon find out it’s less deadly than initial reports since so
many people with COVID-19 have mild symptoms or are asymptomatic and
therefore don’t see a doctor and are largely unaccounted for.
“The death rate really is something we just have to take with a grain of salt until we
have enough information,” Johnson said. This is a rapidly evolving situation, and
numbers and estimates are likely to change as we learn more.
WHERE DID IT ORIGINATE?
A key question must concern the origin and purpose of this new pathogen. No-one in
Government will talk about it. That is not to say that they don’t know about it but it
would explain the knee jerk reaction from some European countries, and the
‘lockdown’ (I know – wrong use of the word but in keeping with its media use) the
USA, Italy. South Korea and China. The reaction of Israel is very interesting and
perhaps might have been taken note of by the UK Government, Israel’s provision of
sanitising gel and testing kits to the Palestinians (20 Tonnes) and its development of
interventions and testing could eb most helpful, but we in the West prefer to give this
task to multi-billion dollar pharmaceutical companies who will make billions from any
anti-dote produced). The reaction of Iran and its proxies is also very interesting –
they have done nothing for the people and the virus has spread out of control with no
advice, as has been given in the West. Melanie Philips in her online blog this past
week comments on the infection of Hezbollah military leaders and Iranian religious
and military leaders following a meeting at the beginning of March with Chinese
In an online article written by Tyler Durden and posted on Wed, 29th January this
year, an explanation for this pandemic and its unknown pathogen was aired. The
Chinese scientist who blew the whistle on this mysteriously disappeared and has not
been heard from since January. This is the link to this article
https://www.zerohedge.com/health/man-behind-global-coronavirus-pandemic

The official story from the Chinese government is that the virus originated in a
Wuhan wet market where animals that normally would not come into contact with
each other—wolves, koalas, snakes, rats, peacocks, foxes, salamanders and
dozens more—live in crowded and unhygienic quarters, awaiting slaughter to be sold
as food for people. The government says conditions in this market enabled trans6

species mutations of pathogens that eventually leaped to humans. But a study
published by the Lancet on January 24 shows that the first three infections,
documented in early December, had no link to this wet market. Nor did 11 other
cases among the 41 analysed in the study.
So, writes Gerald Flurry in the Trumpet (https://www.thetrumpet.com/22001-coronavirusand-other-modern-plagues-in-prophecy ) the true cause of the coronavirus may still be
unknown. This also shows that it broke out earlier than China’s official reports say,
and that it then went undetected for an unknown amount of time.
ARE SUCH PESTILENCES MENTIONED OR IMPLIED IN SCRIPTURE?
The Bible is clear: These diseases will worsen. Here is what you need to know .
Old Testament
“If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek
My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will
forgive their sin and heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14
The first recorded epidemic of pneumonic plague can be found in 1 Samuel chapters
5 & 6. These affected the Philistines and are generally agreed by both Biblical
scholars and epidemiologists to be plague caused by rats (achbar). The swelling of
the ‘secret parts’ was bubonic plague. Retrospective analysis of Biblical accounts are
difficult to attribute to specific pathogens because most of the accounts are too
vague or generalized. It is possible that some of the diseases mentioned may have
died out making modern recognition impossible. (see article by SH Blondheim of
Hebrew University published in Bulletin of the History of Medicine Vol. 29, No. 4
(JULY-AUGUST, 1955), pp. 337-345).
“He who dwells in the secret place of the Most-High. Shall abide under the shadow
of the Almighty. I will say of the Lord, ‘He is my refuge and my fortress; My God, in
Him I will trust.’ Surely, He shall deliver you from the snare of the fowler. And from
the perilous pestilence.” (Psalm 91:1-3) NIV
“Because you have made the Lord, who is my refuge, Even the Most High, your
dwelling place, No evil shall befall you, Nor shall any plague come near your
dwelling; For He shall give His angels charge over you, To keep you in all your
ways.” (Psalm 91:9-11) NIV
New Testament
In Matthew 24:7 (Mark 13:8 & Luke 21:11) We read of Jesus warning about the End
Time Signs. 7 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There
will be famines and earthquakes in various places.in the KJV and other ancient
authorities ‘pestilences’ follow ‘famines’. Pestilence is understood to mean disease
outbreaks on a massive scale (see later definition).
In Revelation 6:1-8, God inspired John to discuss the “seven seals” that lead up to
Jesus Christ’s Second Coming. The first four seals are commonly called the “four
horsemen of the apocalypse.”
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These horsemen symbolize the end-time culmination of the most devastating woes
endured by unbelieving mankind because of his rebellion against his Creator!
In his description of the fourth horse and its rider, John writes: “I looked, and there
was a pale green horse! Its rider’s name was Death, and Hades followed him …”
(verse 8; International Standard Version). This symbolizes catastrophic disease
epidemics. The passage states that along with the other three riders—which
represent religious deception, war and famine—the anaemic horseman that
represents disease will end up killing “the fourth part of the earth.” With today’s
population of some 7.8 billion, that death toll would come to nearly 2 billion people!
This world, with its horrific diseases and countless other troubles, will soon be
replaced. At His Second Coming, Jesus Christ will accomplish what the most brilliant
doctors, scientists and other experts have utterly failed to do: He will bring lasting
peace and perfect health to all men, women and children. Deadly diseases like the
Wuhan coronavirus, typhus, bubonic plague, tuberculosis and all others will vanish
and never return.
HOW DO WE INTERPRET CORONOVIRUS IN THE CONTEXT OF EVERYTHING
ELSE THAT IS HAPPENING?
‘Pestilence’, as we have already seen above is a deadly disaster. It is usually a
disease, that affects an entire community. Pestilence is contagious, virulent, and
devastating. For example, the Black Plague in Europe that killed over thirty percent
of the population during the late Middle Ages was a pestilence. In the Bible,
pestilence is usually a sign of God’s judgment on a nation or people group
(Deuteronomy 32:24; 1 Chronicles 21:12; Ezekiel 7:14–15). The God who protects
and blesses is also the God who sends disaster and pestilence when it
accomplishes His righteous purposes on earth (Isaiah 45:7; Ezekiel 5:16–17; Amos
4:10). Pestilence is promised as part of God’s final judgment on the world
in Revelation 18:8.
The word translated “pestilence” is often translated as “plague” or “disaster” in new
versions of the English Bible. However, because the word is often paired with both of
those, it may imply a greater devastation than mere physical disease. Pestilence
incorporates any and all forms of public and mass destruction and often
accompanies famine (Ezekiel 7:15) or war (Jeremiah 21:9).
After David’s sinful census, the Lord brought judgment upon Israel in the form of
pestilence: “The Lord sent a pestilence on Israel from the morning until the appointed
time. And there died of the people from Dan to Beersheba 70,000 men” (2 Samuel
24:15, ESV). God had also sent pestilence in the aftermath of Korah’s
rebellion (Numbers 16:49) and as a judgment for Israel’s immorality at Baal
Peor (Numbers 25:9), but the epidemic recorded in 2 Samuel 24 was the most
deadly ever to hit the Israelites. Then God had mercy and halted the judgment:
“When the angel stretched out his hand to destroy Jerusalem, the LORD relented
concerning the disaster and said to the angel who was afflicting the people, ‘Enough!
Withdraw your hand’” (verse 16).
Our sovereign God is Lord of any pestilence (Habakkuk 3:5). He promises protection
for those who trust in Him: “You will not fear the terror of night, nor the arrow that
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flies by day, nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, nor the plague that
destroys at midday. (Psalm 91:5–6).
Jesus Christ is our protection against the righteous judgments of God. For everyone
who submits to the lordship of Jesus, God “cancelled the record of debt that stood
against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross”
(Colossians 2:14). Those who are “in Christ” need never fear pestilence or any other
judgment. (Hallelujah!)
OTHER END TIMES SIGNS
Jesus forewarned of pestilence when He described the end times (Luke 21:11).Are
we now seeing the final positioning for the One World Government of the anti-Christ?
Financial Stress & potential banking collapse
The Coronavirus is now a global issue and, according to the Liberal Left leaders,
banking, Industry, trade, borders, health, environment are all threatened. It seems
clear from Mark Carney's comments at the end of February that a global market
collapse is imminent. That surely is the open door for the anti-Christ to step in and
for the emergence of the One World Government.
Climate Change
Listening to the doom mongers, including, sadly Greta Thumberg and all the young
people, we are doomed, they cannot see a future and they are looking for a Saviour.
Chanting the girls name at Climate Change Rally’s will not bring salvation to the
climate or to our nation, only Jesus can save, heal and bless.
Israel
World Governments are struggling to understand Coronavirus and refuse to admit
that it is likely to be a bioweapon. They are looking too for a Saviour but in the wrong
place. The media, particularly the BBC are completely adrift and clueless. The
Government has also just announced a comprehensive review of its Foreign Policy.
Will it see the emergence of proper recognition of Israel, Jerusalem and Israel’s legal
right to build in the West Bank, Gaza and Samaria? OR will it harden against Israel
and move to the anti-Christ agenda?
World religion
The Pope is certainly preparing the way for one world church and one world
government and as such he is entering into the role of the False Prophet.
War against Israel
The fact that Israel is now selling oil could be the catalyst for Russia and other oil
producing Middle East countries to move against Israel.
It looks to me as if the Rapture is now very close, even by September this year - the
events in the Middle East, Iran and its proxies, Syria and Russia are clearly all ready
for the attack on Israel (WW3 on the calendar)
Anti-Christian polemic
The attack last month on Linda Rose CEO of VfJUK by a labour MP (Stella Creasy)
over the issue of gay marriage and child indoctrination
www.newsletter@vfjuk.org.uk says it all. We are in difficult and challenging days.
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Rumours of wars and wars
The looming economic crisis could well be the trigger for nation to rise against
nation. The locusts and famine in East Africa are just one more obvious sign.
There is increasing fear and panic and soon the cry will be ‘We need someone
(Antichrist) to sort this out’.
For more details on these Signs see ‘God’s Glorious Promise’ and ‘Where are We
Heading – Heaven only Knows!’

CONCLUSION
“Fear is the bastard child of chaos” – and it is the spread of chaos that we are seeing
in society today. Yes, the coronavirus needs proper management and care for those
who fall sick but let us not give way to the media hype and false information, or to the
‘pestilence’ that stalks across the globe. None of us, perhaps thankfully, knows what
the future might hold. But what we can do is trust our Creator and Sovereign Lord,
who is well able to keep us from falling.
God alone can stop this virus in its tracks – but it first needs for us to repent as a
people for our rejection of His truth and law. And then it needs for us to ask for Him
to intervene.
So let us repent of our disobedience, and our exultation of sexual immorality and
sin. Let us repent our selfish and unthinking slaughter of those to whom He has
given life. Let us repent our veneration and worship of the unholy god of Self. And
let us amend our ways and cry out for Him, in His mercy, to stop this virus in its
tracks.
‘Father, we confess that we have sinned against you in our thoughts, in our
words and, most of all, in our deeds. Forgive us, Lord, we pray, and wash us
by your blood. In your mercy, do not hold our sins against us, but grant us
time to amend and, by your Grace, restore us to righteousness. Lord, we ask
now that your Spirit will deliver us from this invading spirit of pestilence, fear
and death. May this virus be stopped in its tracks and may those who are
afflicted be delivered from its deathly touch. We ask this in the name of our
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.’
“I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I
trust..." (Psalm 91) Our response is ‘Maranatha – Come Lord Jesus’
Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind
you, saying, "This is the way; walk in it." Matthew 24:24 NIV
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